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CLAIMS 

1. 

A messenger system for storing and transferring a file using an Internet messenger, t 
5 he messenger system including a messenger server and a plurality of messenger clients con 
nected to the messenger server for exchanging a message or file with the messenger server, 
comprising: 

a messenger function-performing file storage unit connected to the messenger serve 

r, 

10 wherein the messenger function-performing file storage unit comprises: 

a messenger function-performing unit for receiving a file, which will be transferred 
from a user of a messenger client serving as a sender to a user of a messenger client serving 
as a recipient among the plurality of the messenger clients, and transmitting the received f 
ile to the user of the messenger client serving as the recipient; 
15 a file storage unit for storing the file received through the messenger function-perfo 

rming unit therein; and 

a control unit for controlling storing the file received through the messenger functio 
n-performing unit in the file storage unit and transferring the file stored in the file storage u 
nit to a user of a messenger client serving as a recipient when the user of the messenger clie 
20 nt serving as the recipient accepts the receipt of the file, 

2. 

A messenger system for storing and transferring a file using an Internet messenger, t 
he messenger system including a messenger server and a plurality of messenger clients con 
25 nected to the messenger server for exchanging a message or file with the messenger server, 
comprising: 

a messenger function-performing file storage unit connected to the messenger serve 

r, 

wherein the messenger function-performing file storage unit comprises: 
30 a messenger function-performing unit for receiving a file that a user of any one of th 
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e plurality of the messenger clients wishes to store and transmitting the received file to a us 
er of the messenger client; 

a file storage unit for storing the file received through the messenger function-perfo 
rming unit therein; and 

a control unit for controlling storing the file received through the messenger functio 
n-performing unit in the file storage unit and transferring the file stored in the file storage u 
nit to a user of the messenger client through the messenger function-performing unit when t 
here is a request from the user of the messenger client. 

3. 

The system as claimed in claim 1, wherein a firewall is installed between the messe 
nger server and the messenger client serving as the sender or between the messenger server 
and the messenger client serving as the recipient, and 

a web interface for connecting the messenger client and the messenger function-perf 
ormingfile storage unit through the firewall is further provided between the firewall and th 
e messenger function-performing file storage unit, whereby the user of the messenger client 
can receive or store the file that is being stored in the file storage unit using a web browser 



The system as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 3, wherein the file storage unit is a 
storage system provided on the Internet. 



5. 



The system as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 3, wherein at least one of the plural 
ity of the messenger clients has a plug-in program installed, and 

the messenger function-performing file storage unit further comprises a file transmi 
ssion/reception-executing unit that allows the messenger client having the plug-in program 
installed in and the messenger function-performing file storage unit to exchange a file direc 
tly through the plug-in program. 



WO 2004/114186 



25 



PCT/KR2004/001178 



6. 

A method for storing/transferring a file in/to a messenger system including a messe 
nger server, a plurality of transmission/reception messenger clients connected to the messe 
nger server for exchanging a message or file with the messenger server, and a messenger fu 
nction-performing file storage unit connected to the messenger server and having a messen 
ger function and a file storage function, comprising the steps of: 

allowing the messenger function-performing file storage unit to receive a file, whic 
h is to be transferred from a user of a messenger client serving as a sender to a user of a me 
ssenger client serving as a recipient among the plurality of the messenger clients, through t 
he messenger function and then to store the file therein through the file storage function; an 
d 

transferring a file stored in the messenger function-performing file storage unit to a 
user of a messenger client serving as a recipient through the messenger function when the u 
ser of the messenger client serving as the recipient accepts the receipt of the file. 

7. 

A method for storing/transferring a file in/to a messenger system including a messe 
nger server, a plurality of transmission/reception messenger clients connected to the messe 
nger server for exchanging a message or file with the messenger server, and a messenger fu 
nction-performing file storage unit connected to the messenger server and having a messen 
ger function and a file storage function, comprising the steps of: 

allowing the messenger function-performing file storage unit to receive a file that w 
ill be stored by a user of any one of the plurality of the messenger clients through the messe 
nger function and then to store the file therein through the file storage function; and 

transferring a file stored in the messenger function-performing file storage unit to a 
user of a messenger client through the messenger function when there is a request from the 
user of the messenger client. 



